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have been one of Mr. Trigger’s greatest joys, for no 
R. C. TRIGGER, 4.P., F.R.C.V.S. one knows him more intimately than the members 


Mayor of Newcastle-under-Lyme. 


It is not often a Corporation goes outside its 
members to select a chief, and when it does we may 
be certain that the man selected has a reputation 
and a personality above the average. Mr. Trigger 
was elected Mayor by the Town Council of New- 
castle unanimously and with acclamation, and the 
local press, with one consent, has a pleasant and 
hearty welcome for the new official. His profess- 
ional colleagues will hail the appointment with 
satisfaction, because they know his tenancy of the 
high office will satisfy his fellow townsmen, and 
because his attainment will reflect lustre upon the 
calling to which he belongs. : 

It does not necessarily follow that because a man 
has risen to eminence as a veterinary surgeon he 
should make a good mayor, but there are attain- 
ments natural and acquired which command success 
in any vocation and in any office. Common-sense, 
tact, and assiduity go a long way. Geniality and a 
sense of humour, when added, complete the 
character, and we all know that Mr. Trigger 
possesses the whole list in no common degree. 

The ceremonies and processions which accom- 
pany the installation of a mayor offer a good index 
to his popularity, and we note that Mr. Trigger 
was supported by representatives of all parties— 
political and religious, and of numerous societies — 
social and agricultural. Above all it is pleasing to 
find that the members of his own profession came 
from miles around to demonstrate their pleasure at 
his success, It is said ‘“ No man is a hero to his 
own valet,” and we may add that no man can dis- 
guise his weaknesses from the members of his own 
calling, therefore its verdict should have a high 
value. 

By a coincidence, the Midland V.M.A. held its 
quarterly meeting the day following the election, 
and a happy thought was expressed by a resolution 

embodied in the following telegram— 

“Midland V.M.A., in quarterly meeting at 
Nottingham, thank you for the honour which 
your election as Chief Magistrate for Newcastle 
confers upon the profession.” 


of the Midland Association. 

The Mayor of Newcastle seems to have remem- 
bered his profession from the initial period of his 
election, as he has appointed as Deputy Mayor, to 
act in his absence, Mr. Councillor Trotter, M.R.c.V.s. 
It is probably unique that Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor of one town should both be veterinary sur- 
geons. Mr. Councillor Trotter, we believe, does not 
now practise, but he was for some years profession- 
ally associated with the Mayor. 

Mr. Trigger is a bachelor—one of his few faults 
—but one for which he may be pardoned, as it 
affords his sister an opportunity of acting as Lady 
Mayoress. Mr. Trigger owes a good deal to his 
sister as guide, philosopher and friend. Those who 
attended the “ National” meeting at Buxton, when 
he was President, will remember the way in which 
Miss Trigger supported her brother, and that exper- 
ience enables us to say that Neweastle may with 
simple faith anticipate the services to he rendered by 
their Lady Mavoress. 


Epizootic ABORTION. 


Mr. DeVine has done good service by the paper 
he presented to the Midland Counties V.M.A. on 
Epizootic Abortion, which stands adjourned for dis- 
cussion, and should provoke a good one. Such a 
paper was required just now in connection with 
the subject, and this one gives a good résumé of our 
present knowledge of the disease—-a knowledge 
which has advanced much within recent years— 
and it reports the result of some independent work 
upon the lines laid down by the Epizootie Abortion 
Committee. The latter is really its most valuable 
feature. 

Epizootic abortion continues to attract attention 
both from stockowners and the Board of Agriculture. 
For its etiology, its prophylaxis, and its prevalence 
in this country the English country practitioner can- 
not do better than study the two reports issued by 
the Epizootic Abortion Committee. But those re- 
ae necessarily afford little indication as to how 
ar the two biological preparations recommended by 
the Committee—the diagnostic “ abortin,” and the 
immunising “anti-abortin’-—are likely to be of 
service in practice. Both agents have given good 
results in the laboratory; neither has yet been 
fully proved in the field, and Mr. DeVine has sup- 
plied us with a little information as to how they are 
standing the latter test. 

His experience, so far as it , is rather en- 
couraging as regards anti-abortin, but scarcely so 
with regard to abortin. His cases are far too few 
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to warrant any conclusion with regard to either agent 
at present, and so far as any one man’s experience 
is concerned this will be the case for some time to 
come. Very probably his few observations will 
evoke the recital of other independent experience at 
the pending discussion; possibly, also, they may 
induce others not present at the Midland Associa- 
tion’s meetings to communicate their results. On 
that account especially such a paper is very wel- 
come. It is —_ by comparison of many men’s 
experience with these two agents that we can esti- 
mate their value; and it is very desirable for us to 
know as soon as possible how much help we may 
expect from abortin and anti-abortin. 


OPERATIONS FOR ROARING. 


The periodic recrudescence, about every twenty 
years, of some surgical treatment for roaring shows 
at any rate how we are all looking and wishing for 
acure. At each re-appearance history repeats itself 
—first a little secrecy, next a boom and a rush, and 
then a gentle fizzle out. I hope the present boom 
is not to have the usual ending, because the opera- 
tion is not a difficult one, and it would be very 
remunerative if it had come to stay. 

We have had a number of different operations 
and now we have arrived at stripping the lining 
membrane of the ventricle—or even of both 
ventricles. 

No one seems quite to know what part of a par- 
tially paralysed larynx should be removed. It was 
once thought that the offending portion was the 
arytenoid cartilage. It has also been declared that 
the vocal cord may be the obstruction. Both of 
these have been removed, and the horse remained a 
roarer—if it was not choked. How did the ventricle 
attract notice? What physiological reasoning ever 


_ suggested that the ventricle might be a direct or 


indirect cause of roaring? The ventricle is distended 
in expiration, a horse roars during inspiration. The 
ventricle is ey between the thyroid cartilage 
and the vocal cord. If these two are stuck together 
by granulations following destruction of the mucous 
lining, why should roaring cease? What earthly 
difference can this adhesive process make in the 
lumen of the larynx? The theory is that the vocal 


‘ cord is thus drawn outwards, but this presupposes 


that the thyroid cartilage is a fixed point. The 


* thyroid is, of course, more of a fixture than the 


softer tissue of the vocal cord, but it is not unyield- 
ing, and any one who has examined post-mortem 
the larynx of old roarers knows that the whole 
n is deformed. 

_ Possibly my physiology is at fault, and I confess 
I have little confidence in it. Moreover, I don’t 
care a fig for physiology if it can be shown that 
stripping a ventricle cures roaring. If it was 
shown practically that removal of the epiglottis 

tect, and 
set about revising my physiology. But I do like 


to’ know how things work, as well as to know that 


The demonstration of the value of an 


_* operation requires time and numbers. The disease 


itself is most uncertain—the majority of cases get- 
ting worse, but some get better. 

I don’t know whether the original Giinther ever 
stripped a ventricle, but I am told it was first done 
in recent times by an American surgeon who, we 
hear, used a saw. 

It is wonderful what surgery can do this 
twentieth century. It can make holes in a man’s 
skull without killing him. It can open abdomens, 
and when nothing abnormal is found close them 
again with impunity. It can mutilate larynxes in 
various ways without much effect. We may admire 
all this skill, but unless it is accompanied by a 
large access of success in treatment there seems 
little attained—save the remuneration. 

Perhaps it is unfair to criticise too curiously any- 
thing in the experimental stage. But is this “ new” 
operation still an experiment? There must have 
been some hundreds of horses operated on by now, 
and we hear such different accounts of the victims 
that some of our best operators might state publicly 
their settled opinion. Can we with any confidence 
advise a client to have a £100 horse operated on ? 

Is it quite fair to ask those who have borne the 
heat and burden of the day, who have worked hard 
and cleared the way, to tell us of their success. If 
the labourer is worthy of his hire the surgeon 
deserves his remuneration, and no one has a right 
to ask to share it. If the operation is a failure it is 
almost time the profession said so, and I would 
suggest that Mr. John Coleman might read a paper 
before the Central Veterinary Society, or possibly 
write an article for The Sportsman. Then we should 
all know. 

If the operation is a success it is of great value 
—it may render useful for a year or two longer a 
horse otherwise of little value. It has one disad- 
vantage—that it may disguise an unsound horse. I 
was surprised to hear that a V.S. could imagine 
that a horse whose larynx had been mutilated could 
be called sound. Does he believe that a mare or a 
stallion that was a roarer but ceased to make a 
noise after an operation would fail to transmit its 
defect ? The question is too absurd for discussion, 
and we must all be on the look out for any sears in 
the region of the throat. 

PERPLEXED. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 


THE ORIGIN OF CANINE ‘TUBERCULOSIS. 


G. Guérin (Bull. de la Soc. Cent. de Med. Vet. de 
Paris) reports the case of a dog which, six months 
after the death of his master from tuberculosis, 
showed symptoms of breathlessness, cough, ex- 
pectoration, andemaciation. These were so marked 
that the dog was destroyed. Post-mortem exami- 
nation revealed tuberculous lesions in the tracheo- 
bronchial and mediastinal lymphatic glands, in the 
liver, and in the pericardium. The identity of these 
lesions was determined by microscopic examinaiion 
and by inoculation into guinea-pigs. 
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Petit, of Alfort, also remarks that canine tubercu- 
losis is often of human origin, and that dogs 
thus infected may, of course, in their turn become 
dangerous to man. 

At the Belgian veterinary School it has been 
recognised for a long time that canine tuberculosis 
rarely develops without contagion by human beings. 
In nearly all cases of canine tuberculosis, if the 
history is sufficiently closely inquired into, it will 
be found that the animal has had repeated contact 
with tuberculous persons. In fact, the history 
often becomes an important element in the —_ 
nosis of doubtful cases in the dog. (Annales de 
Med. Vet.) 


Marek’s Stomach TuBE 1n Equine LNDIGESTION. 


Wieder, of Paris (Bull, de la Soc. Cent. de Med. 
Vet.de Paris) highly recommends Marek’s stomach 
tube in the treatment of equine indigestion. If 
the condition has been produced by water, the 
water can be immediately evacuated by the tube. 

If, however, it is due to alimentary surcharge, 
all that is necessary is to introduce 8 to 10 litres 
(approximately 14 to 174 pints) of warm alkalinised 
water through the tube into the stomach, in order 
to dilute the offending material, which is after- 
wards regurgitated. If a first essay is not com- 
pletely satisfactory in its results, a second may be 
made. In a case in which regurgitations do not 
take place the prognosis is very serious, as rupture 
of the stomach is then very probable. 

The author regards the introduction of the tube 
as easy. He discountenances the application of the 
twitch; and as regards a mouth gag, he prefers 
Bayer's, because it allows full liberty to the tongue. 
The animal's head is held by the ears, and lowered 
to efface the pharyngo-cesophageal angle. 

When the tube reaches the cardia it is arrested. 
The stilette is then withdrawn, and one or two 
litres (1? to 34 pints) of warm water is injected 
into the tube. The result of this is speedy ; for, 
the stilette being replaced and the tube pushed on, 
it easily passes the cardia and gains the stomach. 
—Annales de Med. Vet. 


MEDIASTINAL ABSCESS COMMUNICATING WITH A 
SUBSTERNAL PHLEGMON. 


Drouet and Rouand record (evue Gener. de Med. 
Vet.) the case of a four-year-old horse, which was 
admitted into a regimental infirmary two months 
after entering the Army, on account of pharyngitis 
due to strangles. The patient’s condition was very 
serious from the first; and was complicated by 
multiple abscesses in the region of the throat, and 
in the parotid and submaxillary regions. The 
animal became extremely emaciated; but a month 
after the commencement of the illness he appeared 

. to enter into convalescence. Then, however, there 
supervened along the track of the girths a warm 
ful swelling, which at first was well defined, 

put was soon accompanied by a very extensive 

diffuse edema. Puncture of this only yielded a 
few drops of pus, and the swelling constantly in- 
creased in size. The condition remained almost 
stationary for four weeks; and at the end of that 


time a double pleurisy appeared, which caused 
death in four days. 

Post-mortem, a voluminous substernal phlegmon 
was found. In the thorax there was a great abun- 
dance of sanguinolent but not purulent pleuritic 
liquid; and the whole extent of the parietal and 
visceral pleura was covered with abundant fibrinous 
exudation of recent formation, without organisa- 
tion or adherences. The lungs were more or less 
hepatised. At the entrance to the chest, in front of 
the pericardium, and adhering to the pericardium 
and the parietal pleure, was a purulent sac the size 
of an adult man’s head; with fibrous walls, and full: 
of pus which had commenced caseation. Upon 
incising the sternum by successive segments, with 
the masses of cartilaginous, muscular, and connec- 
tive tissue adjacent to it, traces of irregular fistule 
undergoing occlusion were found, which had form- 
ed a communication between the intra-thoracic 
abscess and the substernal phlegmon. The latter 
was dependent and secondary to the formation of a 
vast purulent sac due to the formation of pus in 
the glands at the entrance of the chest; the pre- 
sence of this abscess in the vicinity of so sensitive 
an organ as the pleura had determined a peracute 
but not purulent pleurisy, which had caused the 
death of the patient. 


BovinE TUBERCULOSIS OF THE MYOCARDIUM. 


Tuberculous lesions of the myocardium are 
rather rare both in man and animals. In all the 
cases of this nature hitherto described in bovines 
there have existed, besides tuberculosis of the 
myocardium, lesions of tuberculous epicarditis and 

ricarditis accompanied by more or less extensive 
sta of various other organs. Kitt, in his work 
on pathological anatomy, mentions the possible 
existence of some scattered tubercles in the myocar- 
dium of the ox and pig, without concomitant 
alterations of the pericardium. He regards this 
tuberculou localization as of a purely embolic 
character, and has designated it “tuberculosis 
embolica myocardii.” 

Schmidt now reports (Zeitschr. fiir Fleisch-und 
Milch hygiene) a case of cow in excellent condition, 
which was found one morning at the point of death, 
after having eaten well and shown no abnormal 
symptom, the previous evening. The suspicion of 
anthrax was not confirmed by an examination. 

The post-mortem lesions found only concerned the 
left bronchial lymphatic gland and the heart. 

The bronchial gland was not augmented in 
volume; but it presented some yellow-grey tuber- 
cles, varying from the size of a lentil to that of a 


pea. 
As regards the heart, the pericardium was found 


to be normal. The epicardium, especially in the 
left auricle and at its pulmonary orifice, showed 
some petechiw and small fibrinous deposits; the 
latter formed, at one place, several carunc 
brownish deposits of the size of a small nut, and 
easily detachable. 

The myocardium showed a yellow tuberculous 
centre at the point of the heart. There were some 
centres of variable dimensions in the walls of the 
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right and left hearts; but the interventricular ee 
tition was the region most seriously affected. This 
partition was firm and hard to the touch, was triple 
its normal thickness, and its muscular tissue was 
reduced to some thin strands. It was composed of 
greyish-white tissue, the cut surface of which was 
granular; and it contained a great number of 
isolated or conglomerated tubercles. The majority 
of these were caseous and grumous, while some 
showed the early stages of calcification. 

Scrapings made from this region—the interven- 
tricular ition—were very rich in Koch's bacilli. 
(Annales de Méd. Vet.) 


Inrectious Epipemic EpipipyMo-VaAGINALITIS OF 
THE Horse. 

This epizootic was observed in 1905 by Vallée, 
Lesueur, and Lavergne. in a troop of thirty-nine 
horses, nearly all entire animals. Its anatomical 
and bacteriological study has been executed in 
Vallée’s laboratory at Alfort, by Finzi Guido, who 
now (Revue Génerale de Méd. Vét.) gives a clinical 
and pathological account of the disease. 

At first the animals lose appetite or show an 
alteration of taste, which is manifested by “ pica.” 
They are dull and prostrated; their mucous nem- 
branes are icteric; and the temperature oscillates 
between 105°8 F. and 107-6 F. 

The loins are stiff; in some animals progression 
is difficult, while others are incapable of the least 
change of position. The testicle and the spermatic 
cord are swollen and painful; in some animals the 
region sometimes shows a considerable cedematous 
swelling, which renders the results of any examina- 
tion of the nature and constitution of the inflamed 
mass very imperfect. The swelling is prolonged on 
to the spermatic cords to their inguinal portion. In 
other respects the animals show neither enlarged 
glands, nor ulcers, nor any serous or pustular dis- 
charge whatever. 

After this acute attack, a period of resorption of 
the cedema supervenes; and when this resorption 
is complete, the testicles with their enveloping 
membranes form a single lump. Castration thus 
appears to be the sole remedy; and as a matter of 
fact this operation has always had a very good 
result. The employment of mallein upon these 
horses has always demonstrated the non-existence 
of glanders. 

lesions involve at the same time the epididy- 
mis, the vaginal tunic, and the testicle. The 
alterations of the epididymis always appear to be 
the principal ones. This organ is more or less pro- 
foundly affected: its canals sometimes contain 
creamy, greenish-yellow, quite homogeneous pus ; 
one may find yellowish mortified portions in the 
efferent tubes of the globus major, and sometimes 
no trace of the primitive structure of these canals 
remains, a voluininous sequestrum then occupying 
the place of the epididymis. 

The 8) ic cord is edematous and congested ; 
and if the process has already lasted a certain time 
its inflamed connective tissue has undergone a 
certain of fibrous transformation. The vas 
deferens is less voluminous than is normal, resem- 
bling that of a gelding. 


The testicle, as a rule, only presents atrophic 
alterations due to the obliteration and to the de- 
struction of its excretory canals; in exceptional 
cases, the epididymal inflammation may extend to 
the testicle. 

The lesions of the tunica vaginalis may be 
divided into two stages. In the first—the phase of 
acute exudation—we find an accumulation of sero- 
fibrinous liquid and of * false membranes” irregu- 
larly disposed upon the tunica vaginalis. In the 
second—the phase of resorption or of fibrous or 
symphysal organisation—the initial inflammation 
subsides, the liquid is resorbed, the false mem- 
branes become organised and unite the parietal and 
visceral layers of the tunica vaginalis, which almost 
entirely disappears by becoming adherent to the 
testicular and epididymal albuginea. 

Microscopically, the lesions of the epididymis 
are the most interesting. The epididymal tubes are 
altered to a variable degree; but in all the central 
lumen contains a large number of white globules in 
a condition of chromatolysis, mixed with the heads 
of spermatozoa. The walls of the tubes are 
markedly infiltrated by leucocytes in a condition of 
chromatolysis; the epithelium is undergoing 
desquamation or is totally destroyed. It may 
happen that all the wall of the excretory canali- 
culus is eliminated; and in its place is found a 
shapeless cavity, filled with cellular detritus, the 
heads of spermatozoa, and inflammatory tissue 
invading it. 

Another form of the epididymal lesions is due to 
the obstruction of the canals; this consists of 
hyaline or vitreous degeneration of the efferent 
tubes, the walls of which appear amorphous and 
structureless and no longer react to stains. At the 
same time the vas deferens presents atrophic and 
inflammatory alterations; the tunica vaginalis 
shows the lesions of inflamed serous membranes ; 
and the testicle presents atrophic alterations. 

Vallée, Lesueur, and Lavergne demonstrated the 
causal agent of this epididymis-vaginalitis in the 
midst of the lesions; and Guido has 
since studied the organism. It is a very small 
polymorphous bacillus of from 3 to 5 micro-milli- 
metres long by from 4 to 1 micro-millimetre broad; 
it is found either in an isolated form, or as a 
strepto-bacillus ; and it is extremely mobile. It 
stains well with all the basic aniline dyes, but does 
not take either the Gram or Claudius stain. It is 
wrobic, and grows well in all the ordinary media, 
particularly in glycerinated media between 20C. 
and 38C. Guido has determined the resistance and 
the toxic function of this new microbe, and has 
performed inoculation experiments upon a great 
variety of animals, viz., mice, rats, guinea-pigs, 
rabbits, fowls, pigeons, sheep, cattle, horses, and 


dogs. 

Phree hypotheses are admissible regarding the 
method by which the microbes gain access to the 
region, viz., a urethral or ascending infection, an in- 
fection of peritoneal origin, and an infection by the 
blood stream. Vallée believes in the first of these, 
viz., an ascending infection by the urethra; but 
one attempt to prove its possibility experimentally 
vielded a negative result. A fresh gulture of the 
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organism was injected into the urethra of an entire 
horse; anl no pathogenic effects followed.— 
(Annales de Méd Vet.) 

[This abstract does not state results of the inocu- 
latlon experiments upon the different animals men- 
tioned.—TRanst. | 


W. R.C. 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of the Society was held at the 
Holborn Restaurant, on Thursday, Nove3rd, Mr. W. 5. 
Mulvey, President, in the chair. The following Fellows 
signed the attendance book: Messrs. J. T. Angwin, 
W. 1D. Wallis, P. W. Dayer Smith, P. C. Woolston, 
S. H. Slocock, W. G. Barnes, James Rowe, J. C. Cole- 
man, W. Perryman, R. J. Foreman, J. B. Hare, W. R. 
Clarke, Wm. Roots, A. E. Willett, T. ('. Garry, T. D. 
Young, R. J. Wall, T. M. C. Hunt, A. E. Gostling, 
F. G. Samson, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, H. King, J. W. 
MeIntosh, Prof. F. Hobday, F. W. Willett, A. Rogerson, 
N. Almond, G. Danlop-Martin, T. S. Price, Wm. Hunt- 
ing, Prof. J. Macqueen, and Hugh A. MacCormack, 
Hon. See. 

Visitors: Dr. J. Mel. McCall, S. R. Wyatt, F. Thomp- 
son, G. Gordon, F. Victor Fisher, H. Gilbert, E. Arnold, 
S. N. Rogerson, H. Talbot. and G. Arnold. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

Mr. G. Dun M.R.C.V.s., was elected a 
Fellow of the Society. The Proceedings then closed. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


Immediately following upon the meeting of the Society 
the annual dinner was held, Mr. W. 8S. Mulvey presiding, 
to which 63 sat down. 

The loyal toast having been duly honoured 

“The Imperial Forces.” Mr. W. J. Mutvey : Gentle- 
men, the principle upon which a man is selected to pro- 
pose a toast is, I am given to understand, that he 
shall know nothing about the subject, all of you know 
that I ama man of peace, and the best way to preserve 
the peace is to be always prepared for war—the toast is 
the Imperial Forces: in the past they have maintained 
the honour of their country, who amongst us can reca 
without a thrill of pride the gallant deeds performed by 
our Navy and Army. The remembrances of the Crimean 
War, Alma, Inkerman, Balaclava, the Indian Munity, 
Delhi, Lucknow, Cawnpore, the Egyptian Campaign, 
and the recent Boer War evidenced that the same spirit 
animated our troops as in the days of old, and that given 
the necessary ships and arms they would, should they 
be called upon, perform the same deeds of valour as did 
their predecessors in days gone by. 

Lieut.-Colonel E. Taytor, in responding, said the 
Navy had a tremendous responsibility, seeing that the 
whole of Great Britain was p en upon them. Not 
a penny that could be spent upon the Navy was wasted, 
and though it was an expensive luxury, no one should 
grudge such expenditure, seeing that the whole Empire 
was dependent upon it. With regard to the Army, he 
thought the material excellent, but not  sufticient in 
number to enable the Army to do its duty all over the 
world, The material of the Territorials also was very 
good, but it was difficult to train a man in a fortnight 
when it was not even possible to train the regular troops 
in two years. He put in a plea for universal service, 


which he thought was necessary, though up to now ne | 


Government had been strong enough to bring it in, 


Every man who had the honour to be an Englishman 


‘hould only be too willing to take his share in the defence 
of this splendid Empire of ours. 
Dr. J. McI. McCaxt, in proposing the toast of “The 
Central Veterinary Society,” said he gathered that the 
resent was the forty-first occasion on which the Annual 
Yinner'ef the Seciety had been held (Cheers), and he 
thought that reflected great credit indeed upon the Society 
as showing that it was not one of a temporary character, 
but one which would remain for a long time to come. 
(Hear, hear). Also, he noticed that amongst the various 
Presidents of the Society there had been many who had 
made their mark in veterinary science, and he was glad 
to think that many of them were in the room that 
evening. (Cheers). It seemed to him the Society should 
be proud of its members. He had the honour of know- 
ing the present President, and still more the President’s 
father, because for many years Mr. W. J. Mulvey and he 
had fought together on the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. But although they did not see 
eye to eye always, he believed that also applied to a 
great many members of the Central Society, use in 
some of the meetings he had attended, he had seen a 
good deal of fighting and had also heard of more than 
one resignation owing to some little discrepancy in the 
views of the various members ; but in his opinion no 
society was healthy without occasionally such incidents. 
He had also the pleasure of seeing present that evenin 
one or two of the members who had left the Society an 
who had again come back to it, and that was another 
thing in the Society’s favour. (Hear, hear). In their 
President they had a man who had not only served his 
profession well, but who had also served his country, 


and he thought he was the right man in the right place. - 


(Cheers). 

The toast was carried with acclamation. 

The Prestpenr: Dr. MeCall and Gentlemen,—On 
behalf of the Central Society, the Hon. Treasurer, and 
the Hon. Secretary, I thank you for the very cordial way 
in which you have received the toast. As you are no 
doubt aware, the success of a Society like ours is mainly 
dependent upon the efforts of these two ofticers—chietly 
those of the Hon. Secretary. (Hear, hear.) On my 
own behalf I thank you not only for the way in whic 
you received the toast but for the honour you have done 
me in electing me President of what I believe to be the 
largest and oldest veterinary society in Great Britain. 

Dr. Louts Parkes, Medical Officer of Health for 


ll | Chelsea, in proposing the toast of the R.C.V.S., said he 


had not hitherto had much connection with the veteri- 
nary profession, but he had known Mr. W. J Mulvey, a 
distinguished member, and the father of the President, 
for many years, Mr. Mulvey and he having been asso- 
ciated in endeavouring to improve the public health of 
Chelsea. (Hear, hear.) Whilst honouring Mr. Mulvey 
as a distinguished member of his profession, he also 
honoured him as a very perfect type of English gentle- 
man. (Hear, hear.) Asa member of the medical pro- 
fession, an allied profession to the veterinary profession, 
it seemed to him some of the distinctions between the 
two professions were worth considering. In the first 
place the members of the veterinary profession were 
plain “ Me..” while the medical profession consisted of 
“Mr.” and “Dr.” Then the veterinary profession had 
only one portal, and that was a very great advantage 
indeed. The medical profession had been trying to do 
something in that way, but he was afraid its efforts so 
far had been unavailing. Possibly at some time there 
would be only one State examination and one portal. 
With regard to the practice of the two professions there 
were some differences. In the first place the patients of 
the veterinary surgeon were not atte to speak of their 
symptoms, and sometimes that it was an advantage. 
(Laughter.) As he remembered hospital practice, t 
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accounts of the symptoms received from patients were 
often not worth very much. The veterinary profession 
had to trust to their powers of skilled observation, whilst 
medical men had to take a great deal from their patients 
on trust. In the case of well-to-do patients there was 


very often a good deal of “ vain imaginings.” (Laughter.) | p' 


One of the great differences was that having onee taken 
pte case the medical profession had to proceed with it, 
whereas the veterinary profession, if they had a difticult 
ease, could say they ceed thought it worth while 
going on, and could order the patient to be put out of its 
misery. (Laughter.) The medical profession could not 
do that. (“Shame,” laughter.) The R.C.V.S. was a 
distinguished body which had done extremely good 
work. The veterinary profession was concerned not 
merely with curative medicine, but with preventive 
medicine, but he thought it was rg | due to that that 
it had been able to do that great work whiih had been 
performed within the last ten years, namely, extirpate 
certain animal diseases altogether from the United 
Kingdom pleuro-pneumonia, rabies, foot-and-mouth 
disease, and glanders. (Hear, hear.) In the medical 
profession it was not possible to extirpate disease in that 
drastic manner. There was one great disease with 
which both professions were concerned, tuberculosis. 
He thought it was greatly to the credit of the veteri- 
nary profession that when Prof. Koch some years ago 

e his important announcement that he did not think 
animal tuberculosis had any connection at all with 
human tuberculosis, the veterinary profession did not 
take Koch’s dictum for granted, but were content to go 
along very much on the old lines. What had happened 
since had shown how thoroughly sound that action was. 
Tuberculosis concerned both human beings and animals, 
and it was impossible to say at present how far the two 
diseases were correlated, though no doubt there was a 
distinct connection. The medical profession he believed 
was coming more and more round to the view that 
bovine tuberculosis had a very important bearing upon 
the agg ia? of human tuberculosis. The view was 
now being held that bovine tuberculosis was probably 
the cause of many cases of the disease, at any rate in 
children. It could not yet be said whether adult tuber- 
culosis was more generally bovine than human, but 
there was a view that the tuberculosis that was acquired 
in infancy might remain latent for years, and subse- 
quently ge in adult life in the form of pulmonary 
tuberculosis. If that was so, the efforts that had been 
made to stamp out bovine tuberculosis ought to go on 
until it had been exterminated. That was a very large 
order, but the veterinary profession had taken it up, and 
he thought the medical profession looked to the veteri- 
nary to guide the Government in the way in which it 
should go. It was useless to try and exterminate 
human tuberculosis and at the same time disregard 
bovine. (Hear, hear.) It seemed probable that bovine 
tuberculosis was transmitted originally from human 
beings, and that now the cows were in turn transmit- 
ting it back again. A great effort had to be made by 
the country in connection with the disease, and he 
thought - ae were prepared to see that it was 
done. It had been said that if efforts were made now 
ona really large scale, with Government support, human 
tuberculosis would be eliminated within the hfetime of 


many now living, certainly within forty years. (Hear, 


The toast was received with acclamation. 
Mr, W. in reaponding, after 
pressing the pleasure he felt at enjoying the hospitality 
f the Societe, said he concurred fully with the Soin 
that had been made as to having the right man in the 
right place as President. (Cheers.) Mr. Mulvey was a 
young member of the profession, and he thought it was 
good for the profession and good for the Society that 


young men should occupy important positions. He ex- 
pressed an earnest hope that Mt . Mulvey’s year of office 
would be a prosperous and happy one. 

With regard to the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, he did not know that he could say it was in a 
roperous condition at the present time, use his old 
friend, Mr. Mulvey, senior, had informed him that 
during the past year that College had lost about £300, 
no doubt partly occasioned by the extension of motor 
traffic, causing a diminution in the number of students 
entering the profession. Yet his belief was that there 
was no need for despair. He believed there was a great 
future for the veterinary profession, and that as time 
went on men would hold a higher position and obtain 
higher fees than they had hitherto done. (Hear, hear). 

With rd to the question of tuberculosis in man 
and animals, he might inform Dr. Parkes that he would 
shortly be invited by the London County Council to a 
Conference of the various Metropolitan Boroughs, in 
order to discuss that important question, because the 
Chief Medical Officer of the London County Council 
was of the opinion that something more ought to be 
done with regard to the question of stamping-out tuber- 
culosis than had been hitherto attempted. In that con- 
nection there was a very disquieting circumstance. Of 
the milk supply coming into London no less than 10 per 
cent. of the samples examined were actually infected 
with the tubercle bacillus. The London County Council 
during the past twelve months had had many thousands 
of samples taken and tested with the result before men- 
tioned. Of the cows within the Connty of London no 
less than 2°9 per cent. were found to affected with 
tuberculosis of the udder, and in such cases the London 
County Council were having the animals slaughtered. 
He thought the time had come when the cows from which 
the milk supply of Metropolis was drawn should be sub- 
jected to the tuberculin test, the diseased animals 
separated from the healthy ones, and no impure milk 

— to come into London unless it was sterilised 

y heat. 

Referring to the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment 
Bill, he said that certain members of the Council had 
advocated a modification of the Bill as at present 
drafted, but the Council had decided that the Bill should 
go forward in its present form, and the conduct of the 
measure had been largely left with himself as President 
of the College and Sir John M‘Fadyean as the Principal 
of the College at Camden Town, and as one of the leaders 
of the profession. Already some progress had been made 
with regard to the matter, and a promise had been 
received from Mr. Hayes Fisher and Capt. Jessell to 
back the Bill, and he had himself seen Sir Frederick 
Low, K.c.. who was a persona grata with the Cabinet, 
and he had every reason to hope that he should hear 
that Sir Frederick would father the Bill. (Cheers). The 
House of Commons was in rather a chaotic condition 
and there was considerable business waiting to be dealt 
with, but he believed that if proper measures were taken 
the Government might be induced favourably to consider 
= measure in the interests of the profession. (Hear, 

ear). 

At the last meeting of the Council it was unani- 
mously resolved that the Chancellor of Exchequer be 
approached with rd toan abatement of the motor 
licence. (Hear, Fo y It was felt by many members of 
tho Council that veterinary surgeons ought to have a 
rebate on the Petrol Tax, suchas had been already given 
to the members of the medical profession, and the veteri- 
nary profession thought it should be placed in precisely 
the same position as the medical. (Hear, hear). Un- 
fortunately, the veterinary profession had no representa- 
tives in Parliament at the present time, with the result 
that the views of the profession could not adequately be 
placed before Chancellor, He was, however, seeking an 
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interview with Mr. Lloyd George personally, or rather 
through a deputation appointed at the last Council 
meeting, and he hoped within the course of a few weeks 
it might be pa to announce that the facilities 
which had been afforded to the medical profession had 
been equally granted to the veterinary. (Cheers). 

With regard to what Dr. Parkes had said about the 
one portal examination, the Royal College of Veterinar 
Surgeons was the only examining body in the Uni 
Kingdom for the veterinary profession, and he hoped 
there would be no effort made to secure another portal 
into the profession. (Hear, hear.) He believed that if 
any. great subject were to arise—of real interest to the 
mercy in spite of the friction which was sometimes 
elt in the Council, one and all of the members of Council 
would work together in harmony for the very best 
interests of the profession. (Cheers). 

Prof. Hoppay, in proposing the toast of “The Past 
President,” said no one could compete with Mr. Salus- 
bury Price in the enthusiasm and energy he always put 
into anything connected with the work of the profession ; 
and of course included in that was the work of the Cen- 
tral Society. Only give Mr. Price an opportunity of 
doing something for the profession or for the Society 
and he was delighted to do it. (Hear, hear). No Presi- 
dent had ever carried out with more enthusiasm the 
work which was always connected with the Presidency 
of a society such as the “Central,” and in the past year 
he had mnch to do with the entertainment of the 
“ National,” and everybody would agree that the 
National Society were well contented with the way they 
were entertained by the Central Society. (Cheers). Mr. 
Price had been unanimously elected President of the 
National Veterinary Society, one of the greatest honours 
to be given to any member of the profession. — For 
many years also he had been the presiding spirit of the 
Master Farriers’ Association, an Association well known 
in London to all employers of labour, and the work 
which they did some years ago during the farrier’s strike 
was largely, if not entirely, due to Mr. Price’s energy. 
Outside the profession his business ability and tact had 
caused him to be selected as Chairman of many bodies 
with t success. In connection with any benevolent 
work Mr. Price was always to the fore. Hear, hear). 
He hoped that some day, when the serum was discovered 
which conferred perpetual youth, Mr. Price might be 
the first patient to be inoculated. (Cheers). 

Mr. 'T. SaLuspurY Prick, who was received with 

reat cheering, after acknowledging the remarks Prof. 

obday had made with regard to him, assured the 
members that he had done his level best for the Central 
Society during his Presidency. (Cheers.) The new 
President, Mr. Mulvey, was so full of energy that he had 
no doubt the same spirit that had prompted him to 
fight for his King and country in South Africa would 
lead him to fight for the welfare of the veterinary pro- 
fession. (Cheers.) He had the pleasure of being at 
College with Mr. Mulvey’s father in the days of Profs. 
Spooner, Varnell, Simmonds, and Tuson, when examina- 
tions had to in two years instead of four, as 
now, and sometimes five. (Laughter.) In those days 
there were no cricket matches, football matches, or 
pense entertainments ; the students had to work 
rom Monday morning to late on Saturday night, and 
did most of their own thinking instead of letting it out 
for the professors to do it for them, as a lot of students 
did now. 

He thought the past year had been a very successful 
one for the Society—(hear, hear)—and the papers had 
been exceedingly good. One paper they had had from 
Prof. Macqueen on “ Poll-evil.” There were a lot of 
evils resulting from the poll, and he was not quite sure 
whether Lloyd George’s Form IV. was a blessing in dis- 

ise or not. The ‘he had another paper from Prof. 

ooldridge on “ ring.” Some of the members of 


the profession had been going through the country roar- 
ing ever since, and were still at it. He hoped the opera- 
tion would be permanently successful. 

They had had another very important discussion of 
Mr. Livesey’s on the treatment of “ Distemper in Dogs.” 
He had no doubt the dogs of London meee benefit by 
it greatly, and no doubt the benefits would extend to 
the country by and bye. 

The Central could not allow the Bill for the Preven- 
tion of Decrepit Horses Going Abroad to be passed 
without sending a resolution to the Government sup- 
porting the Bill. And directly they received our sup- 
port the Bill went through and came into force. 

He had now the distinguished honour of being the 
President of the National Voseslnner Association, which 
would hold its next meeting in Carnarvon, and 
thought every member of the profession should en- 
deavour to visit that fashionable resort while the 
National was there. (Hear, hear.) He asked the mem- 
bers of the Society to show the Welsh po that the 
appreciated the invitation. (Cheers.) In conclusion all 
he could say was that he had to return many thanks to 
Prof. Woodrutte and the other fellows who had so ably 
taken part in the different discussions, and so far as any 
services he had rendered was concerned, he had done 
his best, and if the members were satisfied he was 
gratified, and if they were gratified he was satisfied. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. W. Hunting, in proposing “The Visitors,” said 
that amongst the guests who had enjoyed themselves 
that evening no one could have had more pride and 
pleasure than Mr. W. J. Mulvey, the father of the Presi- 
dent. (Cheers.) It must have been to him a ver 
a moment to see his son presiding over the Society's 
~anquet. There were present as visitors men of many 
professions, military men, journalists, literary, and 
scientific men, and men representing the medical pro- 
fession. He coupled with the toast the names of Dr. 
Higgs and Mr. Fisher, the former a well-known medical 
man, and the latter a journalist and publisher, for both 
of whom he had great respect, and he asked the mem- 
bers to drink the toast of “ The Visitors ” with acclama- 
tion. 

The toast was duly honoured. 

Dr. Hices, in responding, said he was uot altogether 
a stranger, as he had been there before, and also be- 
cause no medical man should consider himself a stranger 
amongst the veterinary profession. (Hear, hear.) The 
two professions were allied more especially in scientific 
research. He wished the Society the greatest ible 
success during the coming year and the President a 
happy year of oftice. 

Mr. F. Vicror Fisner also replied. Mr. Haunting, he 
said, was justly regarded by the veterinary profession 
with reverence and esteem as a veteran leader, and_he 
felt sure that had fate led him to devote as much time 
tu the pen as he had to veterinary science he would have 
been no less distinguished in the career of letters than 
he was actually as a scientist. (Cheers). Those who 
could see “little beyond the end of their noses” were 
afflicted with pessimism with regard to the motor car or 
the aeroplane sounding the death knell of veterinary 
science. They should however remember that the influ- 
ence exerci by the profession went far beyond the 
boundaries of the immediate duties the veterinary sur- 
geon had to perform. In the vast problems which were 
mostly expressed by the modern cry of “Back to the 
land,” the regeneration of the live stock of the country, 
and in maintaining the supremacy of the United King- 
dom in connection with its horses, the veterinary pro- 
fession had a great future before it, and as a veterinary 
journalist he knew what the veterinary profession was 
too modest to say—that they would thoroughly perform 
their duty in a single-hearted fashion. _ 

During the evening an enjoyable musical programme 
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was carried —- by Miss Jessie Attwell, Messrs. 
Norman Attwell (Cello solos), Ernest Attwell, and Mr. 
Alfred de Grey, while Mr. Arthur Helmore gave several 
of his humorous lectures and sketches. 

Hueu A. McCormack, Hon. Sec 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held at the Red Lion Hotel, Truro, on 
Thursday, Aug. 18, Mr. Thomas Olver, Truro, was voted 
to the chair in the absence of the President, Mr. A. J. 
Down, of Sampford Peverell, and there were also pre- 
sent: Messrs. John Dunstan, Liskeard; E. R. Smythe, 
Falmouth ; A. Olver, Capt., A.v.p., J. Forbes, Truro ; 
S.G Chellew, Redruth; ‘A. Mathias, Liskeard; and 
P. G. Bond, Plymouth. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been. pub- 
lished in The Veterinary Record were taken as read. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from the 
President (Mr. Down), Sir Jno. M‘Fadyean, Profs. Pen- 
berthy and Hobday, Messrs. Gillam, Gibbings, R. E. L. 
Penhale, J. Toms, Wm. Ascott (Hon. Sec.), Crowhurst, 
R. L. L. Hart (who having taken up an appointihent in 
Northern Rhodesia wrote his 
Geo. e Short, G. W. Haydon, ley, Head, and W. 


Capt. A. S. Heap, Helston; Messrs. George LANSLEY, 
Axminster ; Burton, Torquay ; and W. L. RicHakpson, 
Wadebrige, were elected members, and the resignation 
of Mr. Crowhurst (Bodmin) was accepted. 

A letter was read from Prof. Gofton relating to the 

Amalgamation scheme, discussion on which was_post- 
pon and it was decided to give a grant 6f.two 
guineas towards the expenses already incurred. 
_ On the motion of Mr. Bond, seconded by Mr. Dunstan, 
it was decided that the next meeting should be held at 
Taunton, on the third Thursday in November. The 
President’s address, owing to his inability to be present, 
was —— to the next meeting. 

Mr. J. Dunstan then gave a most interesting paper 
on “Some surgical operations on the foot of the horse,” 
describing in detail] those for relief of sidebone lameness, 
the removal of the lateral cartilages, the treatment for 
Quittor, Sandcrack, and the removal of the Aponeurotic 

rtion of the tendon in cases of Navicular arthritis, 
with the discharge of synovial fluid. 

His remarks were illustrated by a complete dis- 
tinct set of photographs by the aid of a lantern, showing 
the various dressings, applications, gauzes, and instru- 
ments, mode of rendering aseptic the wounds, together 
with the clinical treatment found by the speaker to be 
of most benefit. 

The members present appreciated the discourse. 

In the discussion that followed, Mr. T. Olver first 
thanked the speaker for the very excellent way in which 
the subject was brought pi § The treatment of the 
horse’s foot, both in health and disease, was of the high- 
est importance and required the best attention on the 
part of the skilled veterinarian. He would like to have 
seen more of the West Country members of the profes- 
sion present than there were, and could not quite explain 
their absence. 

Captain OLVER, A.v.D., congratulated Mr. Dunstan, 
and spoke of the numerous cases of sanderack which 
occurred in Egypt amongst the Arab ponies. They were 
not difficult to treat, and it had been found beneficial in 
sandcrack, as well as in other injuries to the coronary 
band, to remove all dead tissue in connection with it ; 
if the way were made clear, the horn would grow down 
and little or no false quarter left. 

Mr. Bonp begged to thank Mr. Dunstan for his very 


interesting paper, and remarked on the clearness of the 
photographs thrown on the screen, one more especially 
where the outer part of the wall of the hoof being re- 
moved, the whole of the lateral cartilage was exposed in 
situ, showing its shape something like the coast line of 
Devon and Cornwall, with the lower third of Devon cut 
off. This shape was not, he imagined, very generally 
known, and accounted for the trouble caused in quittor 
—a sinuous wound in the foot. Where a wound can be 
made dependent, so as to allow of drainage, healing fol- 
lows quickly, but this tortuous shape of the cartilage 
rendered it difticult, and apparently explained the reason 
why in cases of quittor, where the actual cautery had 
been applied, a blister used, and the animal turned to 
grass, it did well ; the slight movement of the foot in 
exercise during feeding pressed the discharge upwards 
and outwards (it was best to puncture ina slanting direc- 
tion) the healing took place from below. 

Mr. Smythe, Mr. Forbes, and Mr. Chellow also took 
part in the discussion. 

Mr. Dunstan having answered the questions put, he 
was, on the motion of Mr. T. Olver, seconded by 


Ta Olver, accorded a hearty vote of thanks for his 
address 


The nomination for membership of Mr. Smythe, of 
Falmouth, and Mr. Smythe, Jun., was left over until 
the next meeting at Taunton. The afternoon had passed 
all too quickly. 

The members and the visitors afterwards partook of 
high tea in the Coffee Room of the Red Lion Hotel, a 
grand old house in which the dramatic author and 
mimic, Samuel Foote, 1720-1777, was born. The date of 
the house on the pediment is 1671. 

Our old friend, Mr. T. Olver, the oldest member of the 
Association, presided. 


REMARKS ON MECHANO-THERAPY IN DISEASE, WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO OSTEOPATHY. 
By ALEXANDER Bryce, M.D.Glas., D.p.H.Camb. 


The treatment of disease by physical methods has in 
recent years received a large share of attention. At all 
times interested in such methods of treatment, m 
attention was several years ago forcibly directed to this 
system in particular, by the remarkable improvement of 
several of my own reputedly incurable patients, and I 
at once took steps to inform myself as to the good and 
bad points of such a potent method of treatment. 

I learnt that in America there were over 5,000 prac- 
titioners of the art of es it is called—and 
that these men were accorded the legal status and privi- 
leges of the medical profession in all but one or two 
States in the Republic. I therefore set myself to study 
carefully all the books which I could obtain on the sub- 
ject, and in addition endeavoured to obtain such prac- 
tical knowledge of its methods as was possible in this 
country. Having learnt all I could in this manner, I 
subsequently visited America to see the treatment in the 
land of its birth, and was astounded to discover that it 
had not only taken a great hold upon the affections of 
the people, but that no fewer than a dozen schools were 
in existence for imparting instruction on the subject 
and at the same time granting diplomas to those who 
had spent three years in its study. The tuition was in 
great part conducted by medical men who had been 
attracted by the merits of osteopathy as a therapeutic 
method, and whilst the —— could not bear compari- 
son with that required of a medical student it was calcu- 
lated to give a thorough knowledge of anatomy as the 
groundwork of the art. 

I was cordially welcomed not only at the schools but 
also at the dispensaries, and took every opportunity 
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of conversing with the patients as to any benefit received 
as well as comparing the methods of the various practi- 
tioners. I was struck with the enthusiasm which the 
osteopaths display in the practice of their profession, not 
hesitating to exalt it above every other, and glorifying 
it as the only rational treatment extant ; as well as with 
the gratitude expressed by the patients, most of whom 
had previously been under the treatment of allopathic 
physicians. 

came to the conclusion that there must be some 
virtue in a method which had such vitality as to spread 
all over a continent in a few years, and at its present 
rate of progress bade fair to travel all over the world, I 
was hardly surprised at this, as my own experience in its 
practice had at least disclosed the fact that it was of 
striking benefit in selected cases. 

The simplest definition of osteopathy which I have 
yet met is the correction of anatomical abnormalities 
which produce physiological discord, but its exponents 
do not hesitate to claim for it a much higher status. 
They almost all agree in calling it a distinct yer of 
medicine whose therapeutics comprehends : (1) Manipu- 
lation, including surgery, for purposes of readjustin 
tissue relations ; (2) scientific dietetics ; (3) personal — 
public hygiene. It must be confessed, however, that 
manipulation is practised to the exclusion of every other 
method, and the system is acclaimed as one which per- 
mits you to eat and drink what you fancy and to live as 
you please, so long as you do not do not ignore the 
more important laws of health. The diagnosis consists 


in the discovery of a “lesion,” which is something more } i 


than that so well known in surgery, and is defined as a 
structural change which affects the functional activity 
of any tissue. Such lesions may be found in any tissue, 
but its existence is more easily recognised in bone, liga- 
ment, and muscles. The most common varieties of 
lesions are what are called “subluxations” of bones, 
thickened ligaments, and “contractured ” muscles. 

A true lesion is said to be palpable, sensitive on pres- 
sure, and the functional disturbance produced has some 
relation to the anatomical abnormality existing. The 
point Pappui, however, of the osteopathic system is the 
subluxation, and most practitioners of the art are liable 
to find one or more in every case they examine. The 
centre of attraction is the spinal column, and the rela- 
tion of its various vertebra to one another and the ribs. 
The slightest change in the normal relation of the arti- 
culating surfaces is designated a subluxation, and this 
may be primary or secondary. In the former case it is 
produced by direct action on the bone or muscles con- 
trolling its movement, and is considered to be a source 
of irritation to the spinal nerves in direct central rela- 
tion to it. In this way it is stated to affect the viscera 
and blood vessels, thus causing perversions of function 
which are recognised as symptoms of disease. In the 
latter case it arises from excessive irritation to the peri- 
pheral ends of sensory nerves, either those terminating 
in the skin and subject to temperature changes, or those 
ending in the visceral mucosa and subject to irritation 
from the presence of food of an indigestible character, 
ete. Presumably the pressure of secondary subluxations 
on the spinal nerves will make them as dangerous as the 
ape variety, and render their reduction as necessary. 

e chief function, therefore, of an osteopath is to re- 
duce the subluxations and to correct the lesions which 
he may discover, and in some isolated cases this may be 
‘done in what is called “one treatment.” The fact, how- 
ever, that the majority of cases must be treated for two 
or three months proves that they are not easily kept re- 
duced ; and needless to say, it would not pay the 
osteopath to cure his cases so quickly. 

But patients suffering from all forms of disease who 
consult an osteopath are treated solely by manipulation. 
Manifestly they cannot all have vertebral or other 


subluxations of a serious type, and | am glad to say that 


in my interviews with leading osteopathic practitioners 
and teachers in America I had repeated confirmation of 
this fact. I was assured by one that he rarely found 
them, and by another well known teacher that he never 
thought of looking for them. It is important, therefore, 
to inquire whether there are no other conditions present 
which contribute to the unquestionable relief acknowled- 
ged by some of their patients. 

This is found in that state generally described by them 
as “contractured ” muscle—a condition now being recog- 
ae by other medical men outside of the osteopathic 
ranks. 

Boardman Reed, in his work, Diseases of the Stomach, 
quotes Dr. John P. Arnold, who describes this peculiar- 
ity as a somewhat doughy swelling, or in chronic cases 
gristly, tense, cord-like feeling of the muscles, more par- 
ticularly the erector spine. 

Flint and Hammond likewise refer to the condition, 
and give rules for diagnosing and treating it. I have no 
doubt of its existence, and in its milder forms am accus- 
tomed to associate it with the muscular fibrositis of Dr. 
Gowers. In the more a vated forms, however, the 
muscle is swollen, sodden, almost cedematous, very 
sensitive, and is shorter and thicker than the normal, so 
that the points of origin and insertion are approximated. 
Hence an infinitesimal example of a subluxation arises. 
The causation of these contracted muscles is not always 
clear, but osteopaths teach that ony are produced 
directly by external violence or unsuitable environment, 
or indirectly by long-continued retlex irritation kee 
ing up contraction of the muscles. The persistent back- 
ache complained of by some men and many women is 
almost certainly of this class, and hence the difticulty of 
curing it solely by internal medication. 

Even should the primary cause be removed, it does 
not follow that the Geeatt muscle can return without 
aid to its original healthy condition. Exercise in sucha 
state of affairs is most painful, and seldom followed by 
amelioration. 

Hydropathy, massage, electricity, and other physical 
methods are of more value and are often successful. 
The real cure, however brought about, consists in 
accurately restoring the bony relationship, and when the 
condition has been produced by violence, this is done by 
the osteopath at once and directly. When, however, it 
is produced by other causes, the proper course is to relax 
the muscles by separating as far as possible the points 
of origin and insertion of the muscles. I am of opinion 
that this is the secret of the relief afforded by an 
osteopathic “treatment,” and in 95 per cent. or even 
more of the cases under their care is all the treatment 
that is accorded them, although doubtless adhesions are 
likewise broken up during this stretchin : 
course, there is nothing very novel in all this, and what- 
ever the osteopath may say, the treatment resolves it- 
self into a combination of massage and Swedish move- 
ments, the latter being modified so as to be mostly 
capable of application by one person on a couch or 
stool in his own consulting room or at the home of the 
patient. 

So indignant, however, is the osteopath at the sugges- 
tion that massage has anything to do with his manipu- 
lative efforts, that he frequently foregoes the undoubted- 
ly beneficial results of the preliminary relaxation and 
stretching, and p s by violence to attack the 
affected part, endeavouring to reduce the subluxation and 
so cure the lesion. 

I have no hesitation in saying that the vast majority 
of his cases are quite capable of being successfully 
treated by other methods, and I am confirmed in this 
view by the statement of the dean of one of their 
schools, who assured me that all well-educated osteo- 
paths were perfectly cognizant of this fact. 1am con- 
vinced, however, that many ailments, and especially 
acute conditions such as typhoid fever, pneumonia, 
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nephritis, “cold in the head,” are liable to be seriously 
aggravated by manipulativeattention. It is lamentable 
that the apotheosis of mechano-therapy should result in 
such ill-guided enthusiasm as its application to many 
acute disorders would testify. Every now and again the 
American medica] journals, and even the law reports of 
the daily papers, contain records of cases injured during 
osteopathic treatment, but the system has now such a 
large public following, and its legal position is so secure, 
that it is difficult to obtain a conviction. 

If it be a system of medicine, at the best it is purely 
a system of one idea. Its nosology is a lesion ; its 
symptomatology, a subluxation ; its therapeutics, mani- 
pulation ; while its pathology is accommodating enough 
to cut both ways, the subluxation being either the cause 
or the effect of departure from function. 

Despite these limitations, however, as a method of 
treatment it serves a useful purpose not only in em- 
panes the value of manipulation in disease, but in 
aying stress on cases which have previously been ignor- 

or undiagnosed by the profession, and hence have 
fallen into the hands of the bonesetters. 

We are too much in the habit of thinking that bone- 
setters make their reputation by breaking down anky- 
losed joints in patients who have refu the services 
of or become impatient with their own medical man. 
This may be, and no doubt is, in a great measure 
true ; but their reputation would be short lived were 
this all their work, for nothing could prevent the most 
disastrous sequele in a very large proportion of their 
cases. 

The regular practitioner of medicine has an unaccount- 
able reverence for bones and joints, especially the bony 
case of the spinal canal, and this fact was admirably 
pointed out by Dr. Wharton Hood many years before 
osteopathy was invented. He published the result of a 
careful investigatiou into the methods of Hutton, the 
bonesetter, aa tated that he obtained his results b 
a combination of relaxation and counter-pressure, much 
in the same way as the osteopath, and that his special 
joint of attack was the spinal column. But his book 

almost been forgotten and his precepts neglected. 

I do not hesitate to plead for the admission of this 
new form of sciencific bonesetting among the recognised 
methods of treatment practised by the medical profes- 
sion. My success in the following cases is entirely due 
to the study I have made of the subject, and I am sure 1 
would have failed to be of service to any of the patients 
without a knowledge of osteopathic methods. 

Notes on several cases treated are given.] 

None of the cases which I have described could have 
been treated successfully without some form of manipu- 
tive therapeutics, and it is of prime importance that we 
should be papeene to recognise and deal with such 
cases. If we deny the possibility of the existence of so- 
called subluxations—as is the custom with medical men 
—we lay ourselves open to the charge of perpetuating 
the presence of such irregular practitioners in our midst 
by encouraging their practice. 

I should like to add a few words with regard to the 
use of this form of manipulative treatment in cases 
which are usually quite successfully dealt with by other 
therapeutic methods, Itis the special weakness of this, 
as of every other method of treatment that too much 
should be claimed for it by its devotees, but as they 
deliberately assert that it is the only rational mode of 
therapeutics they are compelled to use it in every kind 
of case, to the exclusion of every other form of treat- 
ment. When one considers that there is practically no 
indication for the use of mechano-therapy in these cases 
it is surprising what success is chtainad te the method. 


The beneficial results may be attributed to s stion, 


correction of minor physical deformities, stimulation of 
the circulation as in massage, or, what is most probable, 
the stimulation of the central and sympathetic nervous 
systems by the application of force over the vertebre 


and the heads of the ribs. Whether it be ible to 
stimulate directly the nerve centres in the spinal cord it 
is difficult to say, but indirect stimulation in the method 
I have mentioned is quite possible. These spinal 
centres are alluded to m osteopathic textbooks in no 
vague nor uncertain manner, but with a dogmatism and 
certainty begotten of beneficial therapeutic results. 

Just how much damage has been perpetrated by its 
advocates in their efforts to establish its claim to bea 
system of medicine it would be hard to say. Two years 
ago there was presented in one of their journals a series 
of seventy cases of cancer absolutely cured by osteo- 
ey: On reading these cases one could not resist the 
conclusion that the reports were prepared for public 
consumption, as, needless to say, in no case was the evi- 
dence conclusive, or such as would bear investigation. 

I must confess that I have not hesitated to use the 
method in cases of asthma, neurasthenia, neuralgia, and 
others which had resisted the orthodox methods of treat- 
ment, and I am bound to add that in some cases I have 
had beneficial results, which could not have been attri- 
buted to the influence of suggestion. 

Some of the benefit derived may have been due to 
improved physical condition which naturally results from 
the treatment, and some of it may have been due to the 
preliminary relaxation of the muscles and the breakin 
down of adhesions. “The osteopath claims that a 
disease is due to displaced tissue, the replacement of 
which isa prerogative of his own and has, as its sequence, 
a perfect cure.” The simplest wethod of refuting sucha 
statement is to cure a patient of neuralgia by a short 
course of iron for the anemia, which was the causative 
factor, when the same patient has just ceased from a 
course cf laborious attempts to rectify the defective 
spinal condition by an osteopath without any good 
results. But I can see no impossibility in the statement 
that vertebral and costal displacements may exert direct 
pressure on the spinal nerves as they emerge from the 
intervertebral foramina, or on the sympathetic ganglia 
which lie on the heads of the ribs. The pathology of 
herpes zoster is not clearly understood, and osteopathic 
literature teems with cases which have been cured by 
rectification of a misplaced rib. Head has stated that 
“this remarkable eruption is associated with distur- 
bances of the peripheral nerves, usually an inflammation 
of the sensory ganglion or of the nerve,” and it is con- 
ceivable that pressure of various kinds on the nerve or 

nglion on the posterior root may have some influence 
in its causation. Osteopathic textbooks attach special 
significance to the sympathetic in the etiology of disease, 
and probably err as much in their emphasis of this por- 
tion of the nervous system as we do by so largely ignor- 
ing its influence. They have exalted to the dignity of 
laws two observations from the works of Hilton and 
Head respectively : (1) The muscles moving a joint, the 
skin over the joint, and the interior of the joint are all 
supplied by nerves from the same source ; (2) when a 

inful stimulus is applied to a part of low sensibility 
in close central connection with a part of much higher 
sensibility, the pain produced is felt in the part of higher 
sensibility rather than in the part of lower sensibility to 
which the stimulus was applied. 

Their entire pathology circles around these two state- 
ments and the special factor of some displaced tissue, 
and in proportion as there is reality in the pressure on 
sensitive parts, in the same proportion is there relief 
afforded by its successful removal. With such a restric- 
ted and localised pathology the area of their therapeutic 
influence must be very circumscribed. But if this fact 
be r ised and appropriate constitutional treatment 
adopted, great benefits are likely to accrue from the ad- 
mission of this mode of treatment into our therapeutical 
armamentarium.— British Medical Journal. 

[Some years ago this subject of osteopathy—not, per- 
haps, quite in this present form—was very much to the 
fore in the veterinary profession.| 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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and- Mouth 
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Counties | Scab. Swine Fever. 
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Animals 
Attacked 


(including 
Farcy) 
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breaks, mals. 


Out- 
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reak | tered. * 


reeks 


Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Nov. 19 
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‘l otal for 47 week-, 1910 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 22 1910. 


Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 


IRELAND. Week ended Nov. 12 


Corresponding Week in 1908 ... |... 
1907... 


1900 
| 


Total for 46 weeks, 1910 


1 
1920 
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8 
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(1907 
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141 2563 


70 
36 
72 


349 
317 
226, 


86 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 


Nov. 16, 1910 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Domesticated Animals and Plague. 


The report on cerrain experiments undertaken to dis- 
cover whether the common domesticated animals of 
Terceira Island, Azores, are affected by plague, which 
was published in the last quarterly number of The 
Journal of Hygiene, has a special interest in view of the 
recent outbreak in Suffolk. A plague epidemic broke 
out in the island in 1908, and the experiments, full 
details of which are given in the = were made on 
calves, pigs, cats, a kid, pigeons, ducks, hens, and a 
turkey, by M. Antonio de Souza, junr., Professor of 
Escola Medico-Cirurgica do Porto; M. Jacintho Arruda, 
Director of Laboratorio Bacteriologico of Ponta Delgada; 
S. Miguel, Azores ; and M. Manuel Pinto, Director of 


Laboratorio “ Nobre” of Escola Medico Cirurgica do | 


Porto. 


The results of the sapeeente are summed up by the | 


investigators in the following conclusions :— 

1. Although our experiments on calves may not be 
extensive, we think we may aftirm that the bovine race, 
in spite of the large doses inoculated, did not contract 


the plague. On Terceira Island we had no knowledge | 
whatever of any case of illness in bovines which could be | 


put down to plague. 

on which we experimented fairly large. The doses of 
virus inoculated were really enormous, far larger than 
what they would naturally receive. The experiments 
led us to conclude that pigs do not contract plague. 

3. The experiments made on dogs seem to show that 
only with very large doses of plague bacilli can infection 
of these animals be obtained, and it seems beyond doubt 
that in its normal condition the dog is an animal practi- 


cally refractory to the plague. This conclusion proved 
very interesting to Terceira Island, where dogs have 
rendered and continue to render great service in rat 
hunting 

| A footnote to this conclusion states :—“ We examined 
the bodies of two dogs which had rapidly died of infee- 
tious diseases. We do not certify the existence of 
plague either by anatomo-pathological signs or by bac- 
teriological examination, We can equally mention that 
we had no knowledge of any case whatever of illness in 
these animals that could bear any relation to the epi- 
demic.” 

4. The experiments made on rabbits led us to con- 
clude that this animal is, on Terceira Island, very sus- 
ceptible to plague. 


5. Our experiments on ferrets were made because 


2. As for the pigs, we consider the series of animals | 


hese animals are extensively employed in rat hunting, 
above all in the country. According to these experi- 
ments, the ferret is an animal susceptible to plague, but 
only able to contract an acute form of this disease by 
inoculation of large doses. However, as the ferret sucks 
' the blood of the rats, its use in hunting these animals is 
not recommended. 

6. Our experiments corroborate those of the Austrian 
| Commission, that cats can be infected by plague per os, 
after which they show autopsy appearances very similar 
_ to those of cats spontaneously infected by plague with 
| buboes in the neck. 
| 7. Thegeneral conclusion which we draw from our 
| experiments on four kinds of birds—namely, pigeons, 
| ducks, turkey, and chickens, especially in regard to the 
; latter—is that these animals are insusceptible to plague. 
| ~The Times, 
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Action by the Local Government Board 
against a District Council. 


The King’s Bench refused with costs the application 
made on behalf of the Local Government Board for an 
absolute order of mandamus directing the Rural District 
Council of Kilmallock to comply with an order of the 
Board, of April 3, 1909, and appoint a veterinary in- 
spector as sanitary officer, to carry out the provisions 
of the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order, 1908. 

Mr. L. Brown, k.c., with whom was Mr. W. Wylie 
(instructed by Messrs. T. T. Mecredy and Sons, solicitors) 
moved on the affidavit of Mr. A. R. Barlow, Secretary to 
the Local Government Board, by which it appeared 
that after considerable correspondence between the 
Board and the District Council, the Council still refused 
to appoint a Veterinary Inspector on the ground that 
there was no necessity for the appointment in the 
district. 

In delivering judgment, the Lord Chief Baron said he 
considered the Order of the Local Government Board 
was ultra vires. The powers under the Acts referring 
to the contagious diseases of animals had been trans- 
ferred to the Local Government Board, but the powers 
conferred by the 34th Section were controlled to such a 
degree that the Local Government Board conld not 
compel this appointment. He therefore refused the ap- 
plication, with costs against the Board. 

Mr. Justice Gibson and Mr. Justice Boyd concurred. 
—The Trish Independent. 


The decision is important as the Order sought to be 
enforced against the Kilmallock Council, was of general 
aptintice to the country. Many other councils have 
also refused to obey, and others have already made these 
pointments, which they are now likely to cancel on 
ort notice. The decision, in fact, is likely to render 
nugatory the Dairies and Cowsheds Order of 1908. 


a 


Savage Animal—‘ Scienter '—Injury to 
Passer-by. 
In the House of Lords on November 9th, before the 
Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Halsbury, Lord Atkinson, 
and Lord Shaw of Dunfermline. 


Lowery (Pauper) v. WALKER.—This was an appeal 
from a decision of the Court of Appeal (Lords Justices 
Vaughan Williams and Kennedy, Lord Justice Buckley 
dissenting), dated November 30, 1909, which affirmed an 
order of the King’s Bench Division (Justices Darling 
and Pickford) reversing the judgment of Judge Steaven- 
son, of the Whitehaven County Court. e hearing 
below is reported 26 The Times Law Reports, 108 ; L.R. 
(1910), 1 K.B., 173; 79 L./., K.B., 297. 

On June 3, 1906, the appellant, a labourer, was pass- 
ing through a fieid in the occupation of the respondent, 
a farmer, when he was “savaged” and bitten and wor- 
ried by a horse, the property of the respondent, which 
had been placed there by the respondent. The appellant, 
an old man, was seriously injured by the horse and was 
unable to take steps to enforce his claim for a long 
period. On October 27, 1908, the appellant commenced 
an action against the respondent in the County Court 
to recover £100 as damages for personal injuries. The 
particulars of his claim were as follows :—“ The plain- 
tiff’s claim is for damages for personal injuries sustained 
by him, which injuries were caused by the defendant 
keeping a savage and ferocious horse in a field near the 
railway station at Moor Row, through which the public, 
to the knowledge of the defendant, were in the habit of 
passing, and such horse having on June 3, 1906, bitten 
and worried the plaintiff while he was ing through 
the said field. injuries referred to in the plaintiff 
claim as having been sustained by the plaintiff consisted 
of three broken ribs on the left side, which punctured 


the lung and set up pneumonia, and torn and lacerated 
flesh from the shoulder to the elbow of the left arm, the 
flesh having been reduced almost to pulp. In conse- 
quence of such injuries the plaintiff was wholly incapa- 
citated for work for many weeks and his left arm 
been rendered almost entirely useless, and his general 
health is much impaired.” 

The trial of the action took place on December 14, 
1908. It was admitted between the parties that :—(a) 
At all material times the respondent was tenant and 
oceupier of a field adjoining the railway station at Moor 
Row, which was bounded on the south-east side by a 
footpath leading to the said railway station, but divided 
therefrom by a wire fence, and on the north-east side by 
a highway leading from Moor Row to Montreal. (4) 
That the horse in question was the property of, and was 
placed in the said field by, the respondent. (c) That the 
appellant was injured by the said horse while crossing 
the said field. 

After hearing the evidence the Judge found the follow- 
ing facts :—(i.) That the field in question had been 
habitually used by the public asa short cut, though they 
had no leave so to do. (ii.) That the respondent knew 
that the said horse had bitten other people. (iii.) That 
the respondent was guilty of negligence in putting a 
horse he knew to be dangerous into a field which he 
knew was habitually used by the public. There was a 
further finding of fact: “No doubt the plaintiff was a 
trespasser,” which was subsequently dealt with by the 
said Judge by an alteration and an addition to the said 
notes, and was the subject of a correspondence between 
the Judge and the solicitors for thé respondent. At the 
conclusion of the trial the Judge gave judgment for the 
appellant for £100 damages and costs. This was set 
aside by the Divisional Court, whose decision was aftirm- 
ed by the Court of Appeal. 

Mr. Holman Gregory, K.C., and Mr. W. A. Jowitt, 
appeared for the appellant ; Mr. Leslie Scott, K.C., and 
Me Hugh Beazley for the respondent. 

The Lord Chancellor, moving to allow the appeal, 
said that they ought to consider the actual findings of 
the County Court Judge. His Honour after delivering 
judgment made—quite legitimately—a slight alteration 
of eecabian and explained not strictly in legal terms 
the sense in which his words had been employed. He 
did not find whether there was aright of way or not, 
and found that there was no express leave. But the 
effect of the finding was that the plaintiff was there with 
the permission of the defendant ; that the way had been 
aa habitually as a short cut, and that he knew it to 
be dangerous. In such @ case it was not necessary to 
refine. It might be admitted that the plaintiff was not 
in the field as of right. But the defendant ought not, 
without notice of the danger to the public, to have 
allowed a vicious animal to a in the field. The law wes 
not free from difficulties, but there was no need to enter 
upon them. 

Lord Halsbury entirely concurred. The County 
Court Judge had used an ambiguous term—trespasser 
—bnt seeing that there might be misapprehension, he 
explained what he meant. There was no necessity to 
discuss that question. People who habitually went by 
this route were entitled to notice of any pac danger. 
The defendant, however, declined to take any steps, but 
still acquiesced in the practice which had grown up. 

Lord Arkinson thought that the defendant owed a 
a to the public in the matter which he had not dis- 
charged. 

Lord Shaw held that the County Court Judge was 
entitled to explain and correct the language he had 


used. 
Appeal allowed. 
Solicitors: Blyth, Sutton, Hartley, and Blyth, for 
Chapman and Baxter, Whitehaven > Harrison and 


Powell, for Brown, Child, and Brown, Whitehaven,— 
The Tvmes, 
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Failing to Stop a Traction Engine, 


James Barrack, traction engine proprietor, West Hill, 
Skene, was charged at a Justice of the Peace Court at 
Aberdeen on Saturday, Nov. 12, with failing to cause his 
engine to be be stopped when signalled to do so by 
William Hepburn, M.R.c.v.s.. Aberdeen, who was in 
charge of a restive horse. After hearing evidence, the 
Justices found the charge ste and imposed a fine of 
ais yg option of fourteen days’ imprisonment. 


Personal. 


SPENCER-- BELLAMY. —On Thursday, Nov. 3rd., at 
St. George’s Church, Bloomsbury nag London, 
Trevor Spencer, M.k.c.v.s., of “Glencar,” Kettering, to 
Nancie Bellamy, of Leicester. 


GLOVER-——CARTLAND.—On the 9th inst., at the Cathe 
dral, Rangoon, Richard Clarke Glover, M.R.c.v.s., eldest 
son of Richard Glover, F.R.c.v.s., of Romford Road, 
Stratford, to Alice Maud, youngest daughter of the late 
Thos. Cartland and Mrs. Cartland, of The Limes, Strat- 
ford, Essex. 


the 29th October, at St. An- 
drews Presbyterian Manse, Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia, Thomas R. R. Hoggan, M.R.c.v.s., second son of the 
late Edward Hoggan, M.p., of Thornhill, Dumfriesshire, 
to Belle M. Smith, daughter of Charles Smith, Esq., 
Fallowfield, Ontario, Canada. 


Mr. R. E. L. PENHALE, M.R.c.v.s., has been elected 
Mayor of Torrington, North Devon. 


Mr. R. C. Triccer ELecrep Mayor or 
NEWCASTLE, STAFFS. 


In accordance with old time custom, the ceremony of 
the election of the Mayor of Neweastle was pucsted by 
a civic procession of a most interesting and picturesque 
character. The gathering took place in the Council 
ee of the Municipal Hall, on Wednesday, Nov. 
ot 


The scene in the interior of the Guildhall was a very 
animated one, the building being crowded with members 
of the general public, among whom were a fairly large 
contingent of ladies. The retiring Mayor, accompanied 
by Mr. Trigger, and the magistrates, entered, and were 
accorded a most enthusiastic welcome. The Mayoress 
and Miss Trigger occupied seats on the 

neh. 

Prompt on the stroke of mid-day the Town Clerk 
announced that the first business was the election of 
Mayor. 

Councillor 8. Myott rose and said it gave him great 
pleasure to propose the name of Mr. R. C. Trigger for 
this important office. He pointed out that Mr. Trigger 
had resided among them in the town for about forty 
years, and was well known by nearly every citizen in 
the ‘beneath who held him in the highest esteem. 
(Applause.) They knew that he had been a credit to 
the town not only as a citizen, but also in his profession, 
for he had attained to the highest possible rank in the 
course of his professional career, having filled the im- 

rtant office of President of the Royal College of 

eterinary Surgeons. Mr. Trigger would not enter 
upon his duties as Mayor unacquainted with some of 
the details of municipal life, for he had been connected 
with the Newcastle Town Council as Chairman of the 
Free Library Committee for a number of years, a posi- 
tion which he had filled with great satisfaction both to 


his colleagues and the general public. (Applause). He 


had also held the office of Justice of the Peace for the 
borough for many years, and at all times he had acted 
with mercy towards those who came before him. 

Councillor Mayer, iu seconding, said he had sat with 
Mr. Trigger for several years on the Free Library Com- 
mittee, and he could testify to the able and tactful 
manner in which he had discharged the duties of chair- 
man of that committee. He had also sat with Mr. 
Trigger on the Magisterial Bench for four years, and he 
could endorse all that Councillor Myott had said with 
respect to his qualifications in that direction. When 
the Council decided to go outside its own body fora 
mayor for the ensuing year, the first gentleman to come 
into his mind was Mr. Trigger. He could assure that 
gentleman that it was the unanimous opinion of the 
Committee that he should be interviewed and asked to 
accept the office. 

On being put to the meeting the resolution was car- 
ried with acclamation. 

Mr. Trigger was then conducted into the ante-room 
where he was invested with the Mayoral robes and 
chain. His return to the Council Chamber a couple of 
minutes later was greeted with hearty rounds of 
applause. 

Mr. Lovatt then rose, and addressing the new Mayor, 
said he endorsed everything that had been said with 
regard to his ability to hol the office for the ensuing 

ear. 

The Mayor, who had a great ovation, expressed his 
thanks for the kindly manner in which his nomination 
had been proposed and received. At the outset he must 
say how extremely pleased they were to see Mr. Lovatt 
back among them once more. (Applause). They all 
regretted his absence last year on the day of his election, 
but they were glad to see an improvement in his health. 
He (the Mayor) recognised the grave responsibilit 
associated with the office of chief magistrate, to whic 
= | had called him, but he could assure them that he 
had not sat on the Bench for thirteen years without 
realising the duty he owed to the public. 

With reference to the work of the courts he would 
like to say that if at times they did not adhere strictly 
to the legal question, it was because they recognised 
that a little leniency might be exercised with good 
effect, and he trusted that their actions on such occas- 
ions would meet with approval. In many instances it 
would be more advantageous instead of inflicting a fine 
of 2s. 6d. and costs to give half-a-crown out of the poor 
box. Unfortunately, on ae there was seldom sufti- 
cient in the poor box to meet the demands made upon 
it, but he trusted that the town would see that in the 
future the poor box was not empty. 

Referring to the police force, hich he said contained 
a number of young ofticers, he remarked that if the 
magistrates had a grave responsibility, the police had one 
also. They were the guardians of the people, and it was 
their duty to lead the people and not to try to drive 
them. When a man was in difficulties and trying to go 
straight it was the duty of the police to hold out a hel 
ing hand to him. he believed that they 
do this. He wished the police to realise that if they 
wished to gain the confidence of the Bench, they would 
not do so by trying to get convictions. The magistrates 
would not tude the police by the number of convic- 
tions they got but rather by the candid, free, and im- 
vartial manner in which they gave their evidence.— 
Applause.) 

THE CounciL’s REsPONSIBLLITY. 

Passing from the magisterial to the Council work, the 
Mayor said he recognised that the Corporation had a 
great responsibility upon them in seeing to the health 
and sanitation of the town. He believed that the day 
was not far distant when crime would be recognised as 


a disease and disease asa crime. Very often crime re- 
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sulted from bad surroundings in which unsanitary con- 
ditions played no small part, and therefore it would be 
seen that the Town Council could greatly assist in the 
climinution of crime by removing these bad surround- 
ings and unsanitary conditions. Personally he believed 
in the municipality doing everything for the betterment 
of the health of the inhabitants, and though he agreed 
that due regard should be had to the spending of the 
rates, yet he was not one of those who was in favour of 
a cheeseparing policy being followed. (Hear, hear.) He 
was sorry that there was not a better state of trade in 
the town, but he did not think they were alone in this 
matter. Some time ago during the shopping week the 
tradesmen gave a splendid display and showed that they 
were quite capable of supplying in an effective manner 
the requirements of the district. Personally he would 
like to see new industries started in the borough, for 
he believe 1 it would be in the best interests of the town 
be brought about.—Staffordshire Weekly 
ntrnel. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE, 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrick, WHITEHALL, Nov. 11 
Army VETERINARY Corps. 
H. E. Powell to be Lieut. Dated Oct. 18. 
Nove 18. 
Vet.-Lieut. 8. J. Williams, to be Lieut., with preced- 
ence as in the Unattached List for the Territorial Force. 
Dated July 8. 
InpIAN Civit VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Inp1a Orrice, Nov. 18. 
To be Col.—Lieut.-Col. (temporary Col.) H. T. Pease 
c.LE. Dated Sept. 3. 


OBITUARY. 
JacoB MARSHALL MARK, M.R.C.V.s., Clones, Co. Monag- 


han, Ireland. 
Graduated, Glas: May, 1894. 
The deceased passed fully away on Tuesday, 
November Ist, after an illness of four years, due to an 
accident in the hunting field. He was a particularly 
fine and daring horseman. He leaves a widow and three 
children to mourn his loss. His age was only 41. 


THomas Horton, M.R.¢.v.s., Warwick. 
Edin : April, 1882. 
Mr. Horton died on Nov. 10th, at Worneford Hospital» 
Leamington, from cardiac failure. Aged 52 years. 
CATTERALL, M.R.C.v.B., Lytham Road, Black- 
pool. L’pool: May, 1906. 
Death occurred on November 16th from pulmonary 
abscess, at the age of 27 years. 
H. 8S. CLark, M.R.c.v.s., Kirton-in-Lindsey, Lines. 
Edin : May, 1892 
Death took place on November 17th, at the age of 46 
years, from phthisis pulmonalis. 
WituiaM Henry Brooks, M.k.c.v.s., Leadenham. 
Lines. Edin: April, 1864 
Mr. Brooks passed away at his residence on Nov. 19, 
from chronic colitis and ulceration, asthenia. His age 
was 70 years. 


D. Jongs, v.s.. Yewdale, Graigwen Road, Pontypridd 
Death occurred on November 12th, from cocbeal 


apoplexy. He was 59 years of age. 


KING EDWARD VII. MEMORIAL. 
Sir, 

I have been expecting some loyal member of the profes- 
sion would have before now made some suggestion as to the 
recognition of one honoured and revered King. The 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons appear 
unable to do so. 

At the Jubilee of (Jueen Victoria a fund was originated 
for the relief of the widows and children of veterinary sur- 
geons in necessitous circumstances. 

A Society previously existed which for a sum of 10s. 6d. a 
year insured their members for the purpose of Defence, 
what was to s went to Benevolence. Some feeling 
existed as to the origin of the new Society. Fortunately 
the whole feeling has become non-existent, owing to the 
desire to do the best for our unfortunate members or their 
widows and children. 

I would therefore like to suggest that we eudeavour to 
have some memorial of our late King. The memory of 
King Edward VII. is endeared to all members of our pro- 
fession. He was the ideal country squire, the leader in 
all agricultural pursuits, and his patronage of the turf 
raised it to the highest level. Noone could benefit more 
than the members of our profession. 

Queen Victoria's Jubilee inaugurated a new Benevolent 
Society. Now I suggest a scheme to endeavour to increase 
the interest of each member of the profession. If we can 
raise a sum of £850 to £900, we could originate a pension 
of £26 a year, to be given to an aged veterinary surgeon, 
say over 65 years. It would be called the King Edward 
VII. pension. He should be elected for life, the election to 
be alternately made by the National Veterinary Benevolent. 
and Mutual Defence Society, and by the Victoria Veterinary - 
Benevolent Fund. When we are happy enough to have 
the bequest of the late Prof. Axe available, we should not 
only be able to give him the pension but find the home to 
live in. 

There are many men in our profession who I am sure 
would support any reasonable scheme. As a member of 
council of each of the two Benevolent Societies, I know 
there are many deserving candidates for the pension. 

I would suggest that the Councils of the National Veteri- 
nary Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society and the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund be the Committee to 
arrange all details, and that the Secretaries of each Fund 
be asked to act as Secretaries to what might be called 


Tue Epwarp VII. Veterinary BENEVOLENT PENsion. 


If this scheme does not ap to the majority of the pro- 
fession may it be the cause of some more sensible and effec- 
tive one.—Faithfally yours, 

Surprey. 


17th Nov., 1910. 


ANTHRAX ORDER 1910. 
Sir, 

If I were writing aleader on the above I should pen 
something like the following :—- 

The Anthrax Order, 1899, will have been in force eleven 
years when the above Order becomes effective in January, 
1911. With increased knowledge a new Order has become 
necessary. 

In dealing with a disease which is capable of being com- 
municated to man it is necessary, if we are to retain the 
control of it, a proposition which no one will gainsay, that 
the greatest precaution must be taken with a view to a cor- 
rect diagnosis being made. During the past decade, under 
the present Order, the inclination has been for the M.O.H. 
and other medical men to obtrude themselves into this 
branch of veterinary science—indeed in many cases this 
has been thrust we them by Veterinary Inspectors and 
the ordinary M.R.C.V.S. It is not surprising, therefore, 
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that the medical profession should grasp this lucrative 
branch of our practice. This action has resulted in an im- 
pression, which is pretty generally held by many local 
authorities, of course supported by the M.O.H., that a 
veterinary surgeon is not capable of diagnosing anthrax 
without medical supervision. 

In more than one county the Veterinary Inspector has to 
submit his diagnosis to a medical man for confirmation, but 
thanks to a provision of the 1899 Order, the only certificate 
on which a local authority can take action is that of the 
Veterinary Inspector, otherwise the control of the disease 
would have been taken out of our hands long ago. In sub- 
mitting an ear or a slide to the medical gentleman, in some 
cases attached to young and pushing Universities, you may 
or you may not receive a reply, or you may get one on half 
a sheet of note paper which has evidently been trodden 
underfoot on the laboratory floor, and it is not unknown for 
them to diagnose anthrax as putrid blood and vice versa. 

Tam no apologist for the Board of Agriculture, but am a 
small country practitioner who has felt and seen for years 
past, with growing alarm, the control of anthrax slipping 
through our fingers. Personally, I would sooner submit my 
specimens for confirmation to one of our own profession at 
the Board of Agriculture than to any medical man living, 
both for professional reasons and for public utility. We 
have descended to a very low ebb as a profession if we have 
to go outside it for confirmation ofan animal disease such as 
anthrax, for this is what the present state of things has led 
and is still leading to. 

Under the new Order this is changed. We must all 
recognise that veterinary skill has advanced by leaps and 
bounds in the diagnosis of anthrax, bnt I take it there are 
very few of us who would not feel a sense of satistaction in 
having our diagnosis confirmed by the experts at the Board 
of Agriculture, especially as in dealing with this disease we 
are liable to come up against the medical profession in any 
case of dispute. 

In my county, payment has only been made fcr micro- 
scopic examination of the blood, so that now we should have 
(in order to comply with the directions in the covering letter 
sent out with the Order) grounds for asking for an addi- 
tional fee for the post-mortem examination where anthrax 
was not revealed by the first method. In making this 
examination we should probably come across a few of those 
cases where the anthrax bacilli had disappeared from the 
blood, when the diagnosis would be made from the usual 
post-mortem appearances indicative of the disease, thereby 
re-establishing the prestige of the clinical observer. 

Under the Order the number of cases reported to the 
police will most probably increase, and this should be 
encouraged by every means in our power, that is if we 
are to take a broad view of our duty in controlling the 
disease. 

In the event of the microscopic examination proving to 
be anthrax, the V.S_ reports ‘‘ suspicious anthrax’’ to the 
Local Authority and on that certificate the local authority 
has to take action, cremate and disinfect. For all practical 
purposes suspicious anthrax means ‘anthrax,’ and it 
can make no difference to the local authority whether the 
word ‘ suspicious '' is left in or not, for the purpose of con- 
trolling the disease the Board's officers verify or not the 
correctness of the diagnosis. 

Thank heaven we have a Board of Agricwture which is 
able to deliver us out of the hands of the Philistines—-even 
at the expense of a little wounded vanity 

“THe Orrice Boy.’’ 

[We were not aware that any local authority compelled 
its veterinary inspectors to submit their diagnosis of animal 
diseases for approval or correction to a medical man. —Ep. 


‘THE LATE DIRECTOR-GENERAL, A.V.S8., AND 
THE BUSINESS RELATIONS OF THOSE 


CONNECTED WITH ANIMALS. 


It is perhaps ungracious to criticise the farewell address 
of the late Director-General to his colleagues At the 
same time his assertion that ‘‘ throughout the civilised 


all business relations connected with animals are! 


placed on a very low plane, and carry with them a tolerant 
indifference'’ should not go unchallenged. It is not only 
very wide of the mark, but reveals a want of knowledge of 
civil life frequently observable in members of the A.V.S. 
I would point out that the business relations of those con- 
nected with the thoroughbred horse are on anything but a 
low plane; nor do they carry with them any suspicion 
of tolerant indifference. It may be, as Genl. Smith infers, 
that a commission in the A.V.S. tends to drag the holder 
down in the social scale, but I can assure him that those 
who train or manage racehorses suffer no social disability 
on account of their vocation ; nor yet can it be said that 
breeders, judges, starters, handicappers, clerks of courses, 
auctioneers, and sporting journalists lose caste from their 
business relations with the most advanced of the equid#. 
I also venture to think that those connected with the cure 
of the racehorse's diseases and injuries are in a measure 
exempt from the awful pains and penalties which General 
Smith would appear to have observed in his thirty-four 
years of military service.—Yours truly, 
Carer Diem. 


PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE. 
Sir. 

Allow me to express my feeling on the following matter 
in vour widely read paper. 

I have been treating a case of tetanus and the patient is 
now convalescent. During the treatment three veterinary 
surgeons expressed opinions on the case contrary to mine. 
Two of them said ‘‘ The man who put a horse affected 
with tetanus into a stable like this ought to be shot.’"" My 
client asked me if tetanus was contagious I said it was to 
a certain extent. I should like to point out that there is no 
extra danger in putting a case of tetanus into a stable, be- 
cause the tetanus bacilli (being in dirt, horse manure, clay, 
etc.) are already there. 

I think it very discourteous of these gentlemen giving an 
off-hand opinion like this without taking into consideration 
the whole facts of the case, especially when they were 
neither asked, expected to give. nor had any interest in it 
beyond curiosity. stable the horse was put in was the 
most convenient one for erecting slings. 

I am sorry to see such a want of consideration for the 
feelings of others among members of the profession.— Yours 
faithfully, 

Enwarp Nicnors, V.S8. 

Duelavin, Co. Wicklow 

November 17. 


NATIONAL UNION OF HORSE VEHICLE OWNERS 
Sir, 

May I, through your columns, call the attention of the 
profession to the meeting of the ** National Union of Horse 
Vehicle Owners "’ to be held at the Holborn Restaurant on 
Nov. 29th, 30th, and Dec, Ist. 

As a profession we are greatly affected by the state of the 
horse market, and I would urge the attendance of those 
members who have formed views with regard to the future 
utility of the working horse, the supply of horses for mili- 
tary purposes, and a Government subsidy to horse-owners. 

I would also suggest that our clients, particularly those 
interested in large studs, be induced to attend the meetings 
and assist a representative body by practical views of main- 
taining, and perhaps improving, the value of the horse, and 
strengthening the position of the owner—J"is unita fortior. 
—I am, sir, faithfully yours, 

Wat. 


P.S.—-Programmes and particulars may be had from the 
Secretary, Thos. Hawkins, Esq., Stephenson Place, 
Birmingham. 


CoMMUNICATIONS ANP Papers RECEIVED :—Messrs. T. R. R. 
Hoggan, J. A. Todd, E. Nichols, C. S. Addison, W. Shipley. 
‘* The Office Boy,’’ ‘* Carpe Diem."’ 

Report of Committee of Enquiry en African Coast Fever 
(S. Rhodesia). Irish Independent. 
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Veterinary Societies Addresses. 


AssooraTIon oF VETERINARY OFFicers OF HEALTH 
Pres: Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, F.n.c.v.s., Health Office, Sheffield 
Hon, Sec. Mr. A. M. Trotter, m.n.c.v.s., 
Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.3.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.R.0.v.s.. 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Care or Goop V.M.S8. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.k.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. R. W. Paine, F.r.c v.s 


Centrat V.S. 
Pres. Mr. W. S. Mulvey, F.8.0.v.s., 
116 King’s Road, Chelsea, S.W. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.R.v.v.s., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square. Holborn, at 7 p.m. 
CentraL Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 
Centra V.A. or TRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 
Hon. Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter, F R.c.v.s., Queen st., Limerick 
Treas; Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.c.v.s., Ennis 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Holl, u.rc.v.s., New Buckenham 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. James Robertson, m.R.c.v.s. 


Leo House, Stalham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. wi 


Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres; Mr. J. Holland, m r.c v.s., Athy 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Watson, M.R.c.v.s., 
Municipal Buildings, Cork Hill, Dublin 
Hon. Treas: Prof. Craig, m.a., Royal Vety. Coll., Dublin. 


LancasHire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. Eaton Jones, m.R.c.v.s., Walton, Liverpool 
‘ton, Treas: Mr. W. Packman, m.n.0.v.8., Bury, Lancs. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. G, H. Locke, m.n.0.v.8., 
Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Veetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. T. Holmes, m.n.c.v.s., Bourne 
‘lon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. W. Townsend, F.n.c.v.s., 
Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
LiverPoot University V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. W. Woods, F.R.c.v.s., Wigan 
Hon. Secs: Prof. H. E. Annett, The University, 
Arnold Richardson, m.R.c.v.s., 
111 Arundel Avenue, Liverpool 
Meetings, May. July, October, January. 
Vert. Assn. or Manrrosa. 
Presa: Dr. W. A Dunbar, Winnipeg 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Dr. F. Torrance, Winnipey 
Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. John A? Gold, .n.c.v.s., Redditch 
Hon. S c: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday. Wednesday, Thureday. and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 


Natau Verertnary Mepicau Association. 
Pres. Mr. H. Watkins Pitchford, Govt. Bacteriologist, 


Pietermaritzburg 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. B. Collyer, 
Vety. Inspector Natal Police, Pietermaritzburg 
Nationa, Vet. Association. 


Pres Mr. T. Salusbury Price. u.n.c.v.s.30 rixton Hill. s.w. 


Sec: Mr. William Hunting, r.n.c.v.s. London, 8.W 
Treas: Prof. G. Wooldridge, r.n.c.v.s., 
Ry. Vet. Coll., Camden Town, N.W. 


Natrona, Vererinaky BengvoLent & 
cE Society. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.8.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.8.c.v.8., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.k.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.3.0.v.8. 
25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Hon. Sec : T. T. Jack, m.R.0.v.s., 3 Elmwood Ter, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Norrts or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Emery, F.2.c.v.8., Belfast 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J.8. A. Jordan, .n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.R.c.v.s., Lurgan 


Norrts or Scortanp V.M.8. 
Pres: Vet. Capt. Cl-ment Baxter, m.R.c.v.s., Klgin 
Hon, Sec. @ Treas: Mr. G. Howie, .n.c.v.s. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 


North Wares V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. 8. Rowlands, m.r.c.v.s., Abergele 
Aton. Sec. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.r,c.v.s.. Carnarvon 
Hon. Treas. Mr. R Jones, m.n.c.v.s., Towyn, Merionethshire 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Province oF Quesec V.M.A. 
Hon, Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand. P.Q. 
Roya. Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Simpson, F.R8.¢.v.8., 
Strathmore House, Maidenhead 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. G.P. Male, m.8.c.v.8., 
250 King’s Road, Reading 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


Scortisn V.8, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.rxc.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 


Hon. Sec: 
Rovan Verermnary Couiece M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. L. Sheather,  R.c.v.8. 
Assist. H.S, Mr, V. Pride Jones. 
Scorrish Merropouitan V.M.S. 
Mr. O Charnock Bradley, m.p., D.sc., M.R.C.v.8., 
Royal Dick Vet. College 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.n.c.v.8., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


Sournern Countiss V.S. 
: Mr. W. Bart, Junr., F.2.c.v.s., Brighton 
. See: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.n.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, R.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


South DurHam anp NortH V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. G. R. Du geon, .8.c.v.s., Sunder! :nd 
Hon. See: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.n.0.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and lec. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
: Dr. Theiler, c.m.e. 
Hon. Treas ; Mr. J. M. Christy, .x c.v.s., p.v.8. Krugersdorp 
See: Mr. J. G. Bush, m.n.c.v.s., Piet Retief, Transvaal 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Mr. A. J. Down, m k.c.v.8., Sampford Peveril 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.n.c.v.s., Bideford 
tlon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.n.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
bres: Mr. Hugh Begg, m.n.c.v.s., East Kilbride 
Hon. Sec: @ Treasr: Jas. Macfarlane, m.x.c.v.8., 
75 West Nile Street, Glasgow 
Mertings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
YorxsHire Ver. Association 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Lazenby, m g.c.v.s., Tadcaster 
Hon. See; Mr. Clarkson, m.n.c.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. A. McCarmick, ™.8.c.v.8., 
‘ Ki road, Leeds 


Pres: 


